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Introduction. 


IN submitting this collection of original sketches dealing with Uie 
experiences of the Defence Force troops in the reeent campaign in 
German South-West Africa, the Argus Printing and Publishing 
Company feel sure that they will be appreciated, not only Ly the men 
who served under General Botha’s binner, but by everyone interested 
in the welfare and advancement of the Union and the Empire. The 
sketches are the work of Mr. WEL. Kirby, who was the artist for the 


Be 


** Sporting Star"? until the outbreak of the war, and whose work is 
well known to dicellers in Johannesburg and on the Reef, and was an 
outstanding feature in the Saturday night issues of that popular paper, 
Mr. Kirby joined the Natal Light Herse at the beginning of the trouble, 
and went through the Rebellion and the G.S.-W.AL campaign, being 
wounded in the Gibeon fight. Latterly the N.L.H. formed part of the 


9th Mounted Brigade. Very shortly Mr. Kirby hopes to be ‘* doing 
his bit’ in Europe, and his numerous friends wish him the very best 
of luck in a larger sphere. The sketches illustrate the humorous side 
of military events as seen through the artist's eyes, and for the benefit 


of all classes explanatory Ictterpress accompanies each picture. 
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When a mounted regiment gets the order to ‘‘ Saddle Up "' the camp presents a very animated appearance. If the men have camped at on 
mixed. Mutual recriminations follow. Occasionally the horse takes a hand, and does its best to confuse things; very soon, however, order takes tl 
for the order, ‘‘ Walk March 
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The arrival of ‘‘ comforts "’ in camp is always welcome. Articles are generally drawn for. The result is often rather funny. The big. mines da ro: os ag high eae a Vine enc, aac 
for an infant, and vice versa. Tobacco in any form is always welcome, being a change from grass, leaves, and other things which have been used ag an ‘‘ emergency *’ smoke. 
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As is only too well known, the men often had to go on the shortest of rations, and the difficulty of making a very small supply go round among a lot of hungry men is illustrated above. The 
issue of rations was generally the subject of caustic if good-humoured remarks. 
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When the mounted brigade made a dash inland the transport was left behind, but the water carts generally mat TT 
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Berseba was attacked at daybreak, the troops having ridd all night. Men and horses alike forgot their fatigue in the excitement of rushing the town Some squadrons dismounted and) | 


advanced on foot. The huns did not wait to give battle, but fled after firing a few shots Many wagons and som prisoners were captured here c Mumsonnin tentune ok tee cherae sous ther 


evident anxiety of the native drivers of the water-carts to be in at the death The water-carts rattled and bumped along at top speed, and entered the town triumphantly with — the troops. | 
Even the ammunition and baggage mules were infected with the excitement 
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Whenever it was possible the troops endeavoured to buy food, i.e., eggs, milk, fowls, ete., from the natives. The language was the great stumbling block. It sounds like an endless succession 
of ‘ clicks."’ The natives preferred to barter for tobacco and foodstuffs, of which the troops had very little. If you asked for anything the natives shrugged their shoulders and said ‘‘ Civa ”’ 
(pronounced with a click), meaning “* finished.”’ This, at least, is one of the two thousand meanings it seems to have. 
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‘On trek ’’ the men generally club together in messes, and cook together, using as large a pot as they can conve nic 7 carry. One sees to the water, one fetches wood, another one cooks, a 
fourth attends to horses, and there is generally one ade ives advice and criticism. 


SBE, SLZZ=zaeg = 
“orton again GE Az 


WELL, Im uP to THe 
BELT Toabday. 


~~ : 
a USE 
‘ f4— 


% 4 <* {0 a Ses (Seg s 
. 4 /j y ‘ j SS <n 2B 
it ABS NE 
\ 4 : SF 
be ay / -= 


IN G.SaW.A 


When the troops dashed inland, the transport was left far behind, and for many weeks the men lived almost entirely on meat, generally mutton. 


Often they had not even salt to flavour it. 
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Most of the troops belonging to the Central Force, after having smashed up the Huns at Gibeon, were not required further, and went back to the coast by wagons Riding in a_ springless 
wagon at a furious pace over stony roads is not exactly an ideal way of travelling 
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